ing about with a broken neck. I remember her telling me
that the doctor was so excited that he inquired there and
then whether, in the event of a second X-ray confirming
these suspicions, she would be willing to attend at the
hospitals as an exhibit! The second X-ray, however, to his
unconcealed disappointment, proved that the neck was
intact. But she was nonetheless suffering severely from
shock and the aftermath of concussion, had much spinal
pain and terrible headaches, I believe, and since she was an
excellent sailor and, like her father, adored the sea, it was
suggested that a sea voyage would accelerate recovery.
As Ladye also adored the sea and was an even better
sailor than John there was no reluctance in following the
doctor's advice and before very long they had left England
together, bound for the Canary Islands.
And here it may be noted that to all intents and purposes
this incident marked the decline of John's sporting activities-
She did not at once stop hunting, which in those days she
dearly loved, she kept her horses and rode when in London,
but nevertheless, the end of that phase was in sight Hunting
meant English country life throughout the winter months,
she and Ladye had by then definitely made common cause,
and while an English winter might be very agreeable to
hearty folk who shot and hunted, Ladye had less than no
use for England except during the summer and she was
increasingly conscious of the charms of Morocco, the Canary
Islands, Corsica, Alassio, Rome and even, when it came to
that, of Monte Carlo!
She knew nothing of horses and was afraid of them. Her
fear was not diminished by the fact that Xenophon, when
she was introduced to him in his palatial loose box, scented
her timidity and ran at her with his teeth bared!
As for riding herself, a habit was duly ordered and a quiet
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